
Updates

• Directors of the ISJC, 
Colonels Janet and Richard 
Munn, who have served the 
ISJC faithfully and with 
conviction, have entered 
retirement and we are excited 
for them in this next season. 
We know that their passion 
for social justice will continue 
even in retirement and are 
grateful for their contribution 
and leadership to the ISJC 
and the kingdom.

• Our team has evolved 
recently! Team member, Me-
ble Birengo, has transitioned 
into a new role as Learning 
and Impact Specialist and we 
have welcomed a new UN 
Advocacy and Research Intern, 
Tinashe Mapisire!  

From the Desk of the Directors
HOW IS EASTER RELEVANT TO SOCIAL JUSTICE?

At the time of this writing, Christians around the world have 
just celebrated Easter Sunday, 17 April, but Eastertide lasts 50 
days– leading up to Pentecost Sunday – 5 June 2022.

So how does Easter relate to matters of social justice?

The resurrection of Jesus, celebrated by Christians at Easter, 
marks the beginning, the inauguration of the new creation. It 
happened on ‘the first day of the week’ (John 20:1) signifying 
something entirely new has begun.

On Resurrection Day, more evidence of this new beginning 
is the culture shift of God’s Kingdom – whose foundation is 
‘righteousness and justice (Psalm 89:14) demonstrated in the 
divine choice for the risen Lord Jesus to appear first to Mary 
[Magdalene] (Mark 16:9).
 
The cultural norms of the day meant that Mary was:

• Someone not to be spoken to (she had 7 demons and a    
   woman!)
 - Jesus spoke to Mary by name

• Someone not allowed to come near.
 - Jesus allowed her to touch him 

• Someone not to be believed – testimony not credible in  
   court of law
 - Yet, Jesus assigned her to testify to what she’d seen
 
• Someone without access to knowledge 
 - Jesus revealed himself to Mary as the risen Christ   
 and told her what was to come – his ascension to his  
 Father in heaven (continued on page 2)
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Jesus has turned societal norms upside down by honoring 
and empowering Mary Magdalene in these ways, and 
commissioning her an apostle to the apostles. What a power 
shift! A sure sign of the Kingdom come among us, the 
Kingdom of righteousness and justice. 

The Kingdom that belongs to the poor, the 
persecuted, the prostituted.
 
Thank God for Eastertide in which we celebrate again the 
new thing that God is doing still among us and through us 
– setting wrong things right, as we continue seeking justice 
together.

Colonel Janet Munn

From the Desk of the Directors
(cont’d.)

Updates
• The ISJG is recruiting girls 
who are passionate about 
social justice for the 2021-
2022 cohort! Check out the 
application form on our 
website to join this group of 
young women from around 
the world!

• World Environment Day – 5 June 
• World Refugee Day – 20 June 
• Founder’s Day – 2 July 

Dates for your Calendar
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• UN High Level Political Forum – 5-15 July
• UN Day Against Trafficking in Persons – 30 July 
• International Day of The World’s Indigenous Peoples –  
   9 August 

Modern Slavery & Human Trafficking Response

The 2021 MSHTR Annual Report, outlining the Salva-
tion Army’s journey towards responding to modern 
slavery and human trafficking is here. ‘Everyone Ev-
erywhere’ provides readers with zonal highlights of 
actions undertaken through the year to address each 
of eight focus areas: Prayer, Prevention, Participation, 
Protection, Partnership, Prosecution, Policy and Proof.  

‘Everyone Everywhere’, 2021 MSHTR Annual Report
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     Consultation Day at the landmark Apollo Theatre in     
     New York City, attended by Major Katherine Clausell, 
     social justice advocates from USA Central Territory,  
     and Major Victoria Edmonds, Senior UN Representative.

ISJC and the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women

The ISJC is launching a new 
group that will bring women 
from around the world together 
to discuss social justice 
issues they are passionate 
about, as well as discuss the 
themes for the Commission on 
the Status of Women.

Members of our Global Modern Slavery and 
Human Trafficking Response Team attended CSW 
meetings to learn alongside fellow advocates and 
hear updates in the field. Read their reports on 
our website!

INTRODUCING: The Social 
Justice Women’s Group!

For more information on how you can be a part of the 
group visit our website.v

International Women’s Day

The ISJC celebrated International Women’s Day by hosting two 
virtual events honouring the environmental stewardship of
Salvationist women from around 
the world. 

The ISJC participated in a number of events related to the 66th Commission on the 
Status of Women which are featured on our CSW webpage. Events included:

     ‘Girls on Fire’ panel and CSW devotional featuring
     Captain Missy Ditchburn

Ecumenical Women Orientation featuring climate        
justice specialist, Major Melanie-Anne Holland

It’s not too late to hear their stories! Watch the Women’s 
Day panel hosted by Commissioner Rosalie Peddle and the 
Sustainability Webinar hosted by Colonel Janet Munn
on our website.

The greatest of these is love. 

We continue to pursue this love by advocating 
for justice and human dignity to the voiceless.

Consider the ways in which you can contribute 
to creating a more Christ-like world, whether it 
be donating goods to a shelter, volunteering in 
your community, or engaging in prayer for those 
experiencing injustice.

How do we seek justice together?
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• For Colonels Munn as they enter retirement and for our new Directors, Colonels 
Wendy and Ian Swan, as they take leadership of the ISJC.  

• For Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking Response Team as they head to Nairobi to facilitate 
the African Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking Communities of Practice Workshop. 

• For the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, that we may continue to 
pursue them earnestly and with the direction of the Lord.

• For opportunities to advocate and engage alongside other advocates, as well as 
amplifying the voices of marginalised groups, as we work towards a more just and 
equitable world.

Things to Pray For

One in Christ
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28

The cosmopolitan gospel is wonderful.

The colors, features, sounds and smells that are different from our world can radiate 
Christ. These combine to exalt Christ with ever-intriguing mystery. The beauty is even 
more radiant when hostile cultures are reconciled in Christ.  

The international gospel means we can love another world from our 
own neighbourhood.

The casteless gospel is wonderful.

The executive officer, welfare recipient, middle manager and blue-collar worker can 
radiate Christ. This desegregation expresses Christ with provocative tension. 
The richness is even more bountiful when hostile classes are reconciled in Christ.
 
The classless gospel means we can exchange with both rich and poor.

The egalitarian gospel is wonderful.

The deaconess, monk, sister and father can radiate Christ. These complement each 
other to express Christ with human perfection. The wholeness is even more 
rejuvenating when gender hostilities are reconciled in Christ.  

The emancipated gospel means we see male and female in Christ.

Lord Jesus, help me to see daily that through other people I am made whole in you.  
The different, the dissimilar and the unlikely are all made in your image. 
Liberate me from a bland and narrow world.

Colonel Richard Munn


